nances, decrees, and decisions the rats recognized signa-
tures on which they had not set eyes since 1917 A feverish
activity took possession of everybody The Ministry of
Justice settled details of procedure, and meanwhile atamans
roamed about in armoured trains, charging with Bol-
shevism any man worth robbing and any girl worth
raping
The Ministry of Finance created a new currency and
negotiated loans, the dollar and the yen appreciated,
manufacturers distributed bnbes, gathered in orders, and
credited their profits to their accounts in Paris, Toko,
and New York Generals made speeches and ordered
requisitions Foreign advisers sent munitions and made
speeches Politicians got busy Some of them, making
no bones about it, spirited away the last survivors of the
Romanov family Others concerned themselves about the
date of the future Constituent Assembly, through which,
thanks to universal, direct, equal, and secret suffrage, the
Russian people were at last to manifest their sovereign will
Just where the Russian people were to be found it
was difficult to say To be sure, there were one hundred
and twenty thousand men in the volunteer armies There
were as many in prisons and concentration camps Others
swung hanged from telegraph posts along the Trans-
Siberian railway Others again reposed in common graves
which they had dug with their own hands before they
were shot Still others, conscripted and sent to the front,
had deserted to the enemy All these could be accounted
for, but elsewhere the Russian people remained undis-
coverable
This, howcvei, did not stop the newspapers from de-
scribing the popular enthusiasm which was manifested in
patriotic gatherings While the people thus demonstrated,
somebody or other derailed troop-trains and munitions-
trains, and massacred punitive expeditions which got lost
in the forests
[79]